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ALEXANDRIA:
FRIDAY MORNING, MARCH lo, 1861.

Congress..In the Seriate yesterday, Mr.

Douglas' resolution in relation to public pro¬

perty, was discussed. A resolution to omit

the names of the Senators from the seceded

States, in calling the roll, was adopted.
The State Convention..Ex-President

Tyler concluded his speech yesterday, com¬

menced on the day previous. The proposi¬
tions of the Peace Conference were referred

to the Committee on Federal Relations..
The majority report of the Committee will

be taken up to-day. _

Virginia Legislature..In the Senate,
on Wednesday, the bill for the incorporation
of the Richmond and Liverpool Packet Com¬

pany was passed. The Committee for Courts

of -Justice, to whom was referred a resolu¬

tion asking for a Stay Law, reported it in¬

expedient to make any such recommenda¬
tion. In the House of Delegates the bill for

the inspection of guano was, on motion of

Mr. Melvenzie, referred. The bill for the

voluntary enslavement of free negroes, with¬
out compensation to the Commonwealth,
with a ryder attached, passed. The bill to

ratify the sale of the James Itiver and Ku-
nawha Canal was amended and ordered
to be engrossed.
The noble sentiment.so exultingly, en¬

thusiastically, and unanimously adopted ]>rc-
cuius to the election of the Virginia Conven¬
tion.of holding on to the fortunes of Vir¬

ginia, whatever they might be.submitting
to the decision of the representatives of the

people and the will of the people.being
true and loyal sons of Virginia.never for¬

saking her soil or her destinies, and all that
.is now, we are sorry to see, just as exult¬
ingly repudiated in certain quarters. Kx-

aggerated statements aro made of the deter¬
mination of citizens "indignantly to quit the
State," if it does not secede, and are now

often published, with commendation of the
spirit which induces such a resolution, &c.
We uote these things with regret. There
would, it is true, be very few who would
leave Virginia for such a cause.especially
during the present crisis, when under any
and all circumstances, in or out of the Union,
Virginia would be the beat State to live in
on the continent of America.but the change
of tone cannot but be contrasted with previ¬
ous declarations.
The Richmond Whig expresses the hope

that the Administration at Washington, .see¬

ing the good result produced by the evacua¬

tion of Fort Sumter, will follow up the poli¬
cy they have commenced, and immediately
resolve on the evacuation of Fort Pickeus,
and all other places now held by the Federal
Government within the limits of the seceded
States. This clone, the secession movement

will have an abrupt and final end in all tho
Border States, and the probability of an ulti¬
mate restoration of tho (fnion, including
each and all oi the seceded States, will in¬

crease rapidly wit!: each recurring day, un¬

til that consummation. so devoutly desired
bv every patriot in the land, will be surely
effected.

It is stated in iecters from Washingtoni
thai "Mr. Seward lias to-day addressed a

note to the Commissioners oi" the "Confede¬
rated States," in reply to their application
lor an interview, declining to receive them
"frotii motives of high public consideration."
This is regarded as tr'tviug u quietus tu the

mission, as thev desired an interview with
Mr. Seward to arrange an interview with
the President. Messrs. Crawford and For¬

syth have telegraphed to President Davis
the result of their application to Mr. ,Se¬
ward, and are awaiting instructions t»» re¬

turn home." li this be Ho, it will be au¬

thoritatively known in a few days."
A brother-in-law of Dr. Wirt, of West-

morelaud county, \ a., has published the
substance of a conversation held by Dr. Wirt
with .Salmon P. Chase, the present Secreta¬
ry of the Treasury, in I'ebruarv last, in
which Mr. Chase expressed the most ob¬
noxious anti-Southern and coercive senti¬
ments. His appointment in Lincoln's cabi¬
net was every way improper, and cannot be
t.io strongly condemned. It is said in some

quarters that there is no cordiality or agree¬
ment between him and some other members
of the cabinet.

The Richsnond Dispatch believes, and lias
been informed, that the I*. S. Government
1:1 tends to strengthen Old Point, to concen¬

trate troops there, «fcc.,&c.; and it, therefore,
recommends that the people of Virginia
should not allow another soldier or another
pound of powder to enter that Fortification !
.Does the Dispatch want this new move to be

precipitated without legal authority, and

contrary to existing law ?

Ileury W. Thomas, esq., the Senator from
this District, made a very able speech in the
State Senate against the Strasburg Exten¬
sion bill, previous to its indefinite postpone¬
ment. His argument was a conclusive one,
and a couiplcte refutation of the views of
the Senators who supported the bill. Its
effect was undoubted.

The New \ ork Post is explaining to tiie j
government at \S ashington the difficulties
and expense that will be incurred in any
attempt now to collect duties in or off ».he
harbors of the seceded States.

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Com¬
pany have declared a dividend of .'> per cent

;>u the stock of the main stem of their road,
iind 4*. per cent on that of the Washington
branch, for the past bix months.

The Richmond AN big recommends that

the Virginia State Convention adopt the re¬

commendation in favpr of a Conference of
the Border Slaveholaing States.utter an

earnest and solemn protest against coercion
ou the part of the Federal Government to¬
wards the seceded States.pass a resolution
approving, endorsing and recommending the
Peace Conference settlement as a just and
equitable basis of a final adjustment of the
difficulties between the two sections.and,
finally, adjourn over until nest autumn..
The Whig is strongly in favor of a Border
State Convention.
The Alamo (Texas) Express says:."From

the complexion of affairs in our State little
can be gleaned of a definite character.-.
Bankruptcy and ruin seem to be following
swiftly at the heels of the secession move¬

ment, and like an evil genius secession
stands ready to spread war, famine and pes¬
tilence in our midst. Btrt, who can fathom
the luture? Sufficient unto human wisdom
are the events of to-day. lie who rules the
universe alone can dispose of to-morrow..
Things are bud enough now: they may be
better: they may be worse; Hod grant that
they may lie better."
The Navy Department have received dis¬

patches from Commodore Bell, commanding
this squadron, dated 11. S. flag-ship Rich¬
mond, Messina, lGth February, ult. The
Iroquois arrived at Naples on the 30th Jan¬
uary, and was remaining there. Matters
continued greatly unsettled at Naples, and
an attack on the citadel at Gaeta was daily
looked for. On the loth February an acci¬
dent occurred, resulting in the death of-John
Fitzgerald, seaman. lyid serious but not fatal
injury to Joseph ileir.mings, seaman, and
Lorenzo Messina, musician.

The Washington Star of yesterday after¬
noon says:."We hear that the lion. Thomas
Corwin yesterday addressed a letter to the
President, thanking him kindly for his flat¬
tering tender of the Mexican mission, but
declining to accept it. It is understood that
Mr. Corwin was not an applicant for any
position under the executive branch ol the
Government."

The evacuation of Fort Sumter having
been determined upon by the President, the
United Stales steamer Crusader has been
detailed to proceed from New lork to

Charleston and embark Major Anderson and
the "arrison under his command and convey
them to some otner port.
An arrival at .New Orleans brings the

news that the British G-jvoruinent has recog¬
nized the Constitutional Government in

Mexico; and that Gen. I'raga has accepted
the mission from Mexico to the I nited
States.
We are requested to say, in correction of

an article which appeared in this paper
some days ago, that the llou. Charles h.
Sinclair has removed to and settled in Mem¬
phis, Tennessee, and nol_ to Mobile, Ala¬
bama.

The President has renominated Mr.
(¦has. 1J. Throckmorton of Md., to a second
lieutenancy in the fourth artillery. Mr. i\
was nominated by Mr. Buchanan, and that
nomination not being acted on, iell through.
A despatch from Savannah states that the

report of the seizure ol the stock of the Ma¬
con Kail road.held by Northern suscribers
.by the Georgia authorities is devoid ol

truth.

A large edition of the speech oi Mr. Sum¬
mers, recently delivered in the \ irginia Con¬
vention, will be published m pamphlet torm
at the uiKce of the Richmond U big.

Bisimp Scott presides at the Baltimore Ar.-

j nual Conference M. K. Church, which com-

ineoced its session at. Staunton yesterday.
.

Gen. Scott is now roundly abused at the
Xo, th for advising the evacuation of the
Southern Fortifications.

The ueee.-sity for an r.%tra session of Con¬
gress is strongly urjjed in some of tin- papers
of the Northern State-.

APPOINTMENT*. !!l : IJuNS, A.-.*.. it is

said that both Mr. Corwin and Mr. Clay
decline tr»«* mission to Mexico find Spain,
which have beeii tendftrod th^m.

.'.'lie President nominated Col. Simmer as

Brigadier Cenpral, vii'n (Jen. Twiggs, in «ie-

eordacu'o with t!i** regular order of promo¬
tion.
The following arc th«* continuations made

hv the Senate: John C. < Goodrich, collector
at Boston; Meorge \\. McLfllan, Second
.Assistant Postmaster Cenera! : Dewitt C.
Littleiolm. consul at Liverpool; William 11.
\ essey, Consul at Aix La Chapelle: Lucius
t*. Korl»«'S. postmaster at Beloit, Wisconsin :

J«»hn *J. Speed, postmaster at Louisville.
Ky.: Ceorge Harrington. Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury : *1. P. IJ iker, of Xebraska,
aweni for lite U;ca atid Menomcnee Indians.

Secretary Cameron's appointment oi Mr.
John i'otis as Chief Clerk oi the War 1 apart¬
ment is in acknowledgment of services ren¬

dered by that gentleman during the past
twenty-five years. Mr. Mark H. Cobb, of
Pennsylvania, has been appointed dis¬
bursing Clerk iu the War Department. Mr.
T. C. Dc Leon, oI South Carolina, a clerk
in the Topographical Hureau, has resigned.
John L. Hayes, Kmj.. has been appointed

S dicitorof tin* Court of Claims.

Sale ok Wooj.kn Coons..The sale of a

large lot of cloth, cassiineres, &c., nianufae-
tured at the Crenshaw Woolen Mills, took
place yesterday at: one of the stores under
the Spotsvvood House and was attended by
a number ol dealers from Petersburg.
Lynchburg and Norfolk. Tiie fabrics elici¬
ted the universal commendation of all tiie
dealers present. In consequence however
of the lateness of the season, a preference
was given to thin good?, and but a small
quantity comparatively ol the heavy cloth
was disposed of. The sale was made more j
for the purpose of introducing the goods to

the market than anything else, and in that
view was successful. We have seen some

splendid specimens of broadcloth, and doe¬
skin eassiniere, lately made at the above
unlis which would bear favorable comparison
with the best French fabrics.. liit'h. Visft.

Smuggling Powdkr..We were informed
this morning by a gentleman of undoubted
veracity that some time last week l2o0 bales
of oakum were landed at the Gospnrt Navy
Yard and each bale was found to contain a

Ice*/ of t/unpou-der. The Schooner Mist is j
said to have brought them from New York
and our informant said that the Captain of
the Sehr. was his authority. II' the report is
correct our curiosity is quiteexcited to know
the why and wherefore of the smuggle and
why some non-combustible material was not
used for the purpose of concealoient. The
whole affair looks improbable, but stranger
things may and have happened, which
would not have elicited as much wonder as
does this, from the excited and unsettled
state of public affair*.. Norfolk Jhu/ Hook
Vith last.
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NEWS OF THE DA Y.
" To show the vtrij uyt and ItoJi/ oj tutTi. "

Large quantities of arms and munitions
of war continue to go South from New York,
notwithstanding the vigilance of that re-

markable man, Superintendent Kennedy,
The steamer Jamestown, which left on Tues¬
day for Norfolk, had her main deck literally
loaded with gun carriages, and riries in
hoses and cases. The former were shipped
to the order of Oapt. Randolph, of Virginia,
and wen* manufactured at Troy. The im¬
pression is, that their real destination is
some point farther South.
Though Southern demand for a month

back has revived business at New York, and
\

brought out of warehouses some three mil-
lions of dollars' worth of commodities more
than were put in during thn same time, yet
the falling otf of revenue for said month, as

compared with that of the corresponding
period of last year, is probably not much
less than three-fourths of a million of dol¬
lars.
The missing steamer Australasian is n

propeller of about seven hundred horse¬
power. ller provisions against tire, strand¬
ing, or leakage, are good.she having one

independent donkey engine, good pumps,
and a large number of boats. She has four
water-tight compartments. About fifty pas¬
sengers embarked on her at Liverpool, for
New York. ,

Bids for carrying the mails on nearly nine
hundred routes in New York and in the
New England States, will be opened on the
31st instant. The annual cost of carrying
the mails in these States, under existing con¬

tracts, is $1,002,005 : of this $728,7li2 is
paid for tho transportation of the mails over

5,444 miles of railroad.
A contractor on the Mobile and Ohio Rail¬

road communicates to the Mobile Tribune,
that he sold, on the 15th, his force of seventy
oddslaves, (which he has had on the construc¬
tion of this road,) men, women, and boys,
at an average of §1,370.50, at twelve months'
credit, with interest.
The New York police, just before day¬

break on Tuesday morning, made a descent
upon a fashionable gambling establishment,
kept at 4 Clinton Place by one Geo. Beers,
and took into custody a party ol thirty in¬
dividuals, together with a number of dealing
boards, faro boxes, money cheeks, »tc.

Captain M. T. (ioldsborough, of Talbot
county, Md., visited Easton, in good health,
la>t Saturday; -but on returning home, was
seized with apoplexy, and died the next

morning, in the 49th year ol his ago. lie
was one of the wealthiest and most enter¬

prising farmers oi'Talbot.
Mr. Henry Aucker, an old and respected,

and supposed wealthy citizen of Juniata

county, Pa., was brutally murdered on the
evcoiug ol the 9th instant, by two strangers,
who came to his house, and presenting a

pistol demanded his money.
The New York Central Railroad, in anti¬

cipation of the opening of the Canals, has
reduced the rates on Hour to 05 cents per
bbl., and on grain o<> cents, hence to New
xYork.

The vote in the Mountain 1'istriet lor dele¬

gates to the Convention, is. says the Raleigh
Register, a very decided repudiation of Sen¬
ator Clingman's lire-eating proclivities.
His own county is dead set against him.

lion. John J. Crittenden has accepted the
invitation of the City Council of Boston to

visit that city, and lie is expected there the
early part ol next week.
The Georgia Slate Convention has for¬

mally transferred its forts, arsenals, arms,
and munitions of war to the "Confederate
States."
The new code of laws for Mavvland con¬

tains a stringent enactment against i li secret
societies of colored persons in that State.

Letter iroui Richmond.
Corrcspo;uh-n<'? of the. Alexandria (uvif.ttt,

Marrh 1 .*>. ISi.11..-On yester¬

day, the famous Monsieur Tonsin bill, as Mr.
Thomas denominated it, the Sirasburg ex

tensiou, was called up i»y Mr. (shell, of .Jcf-
fersou, who proceeded to reply to thy able
and elaborate speech made by Mr. Thomas,
when the subject was under discussion some

time since.
Mr. Thomas replied to Mr. label], and,

in the course of hall an hour, he exposed
the pretence by which the bill was sustained,
lie showed conclusively, that as far back as

1851 the authorities of the Winchester arid
Potomac 11 nil Road had looked exclusively
to the city of Baltimore to obtain the money
to build the road, and thaL at that lime it
was avowed that by making the connection
they would draw the trade over the Manns-
sas from the west and lake it to Baltimore.
So powerful and overwhelming was the ar¬

gument of Mr. Thomas, that more than one

Senator, in my knowledge, who had promised
to support the bill, yielded to the force of
the objections to the .scheme and declared
their opposition thereto.
A petition of 7<>0 in favor of the scheme,

together with lobby members from Win¬
chester. and strong outside influence, whs

brought to bear, but ail to no purpose. Al¬
exandria need have no fears that this bill
can pass so long as she has the able and in-
delatigable Thomas in the Senate.so thor
oughly conversant is he with the operation
and connexions of our improvements, that
he can readily expose the evils which will
grow out of any competing schemes thereto.

An*othi:k Tkkkikic Gale in Ivvci.and..
Ou Wednesday, February -«':h, a furious
gale swept over L >ndon and the surround-
ing country. In fact, it amounted to a per-
feet hurricane, and great was the consterna-

tion generally caused by the falling of stacks
of chimneys, walls, palisades, and every-
thing which afforded a butt to the wind
and was not of sufficient strength to resist its
violence. The houses in the more exposed
situations were shaken to their foundations,
much to the terror of the inhabitants. A
large destruction of property is reported.. \
The north wing of the Crystal Palace at

Sydenham was totally destroyed. In Ulou- j
cestershire and Worcestershire the loss of!
property was very great. Trees in hun-
dreds were thrown down, and many houses j
were unroofed. At Southampton and other
points on the coast great damage was dune i
to the shipping. Throughout the west ofj
England the trains were delayed and tele¬
graphic communication seriously interrup¬
ted.

It a rr.vii annock. Countv..At a meeting ofj
the Conservative Union party held on the j
1 Ith inst., John L«. Laue, esfj., Chairman,
Charles Green, esq., was nominated for the]
House of Delegates, and James K. Marshall
for the State Senate, subject to the decision
of a Convention to be held at Warren ton on j
the dth Monday in this month. Delegates
were appointed to meet at Culpeper Court
House in a Congressional Convention to nom-

inate for Congress. James liatbour and j
tieo. W. Brent were spoken of, but the Del¬
egates were not instructed,
The Democratic party of KappahannoeJi I

nominated J. T. Fletcher for the House of!
Delegates, and appointed delegates to meet
at Warrcuton, on ttie Monday in this j
month, to nominate a candidate for the State
Seuate. 1

VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE.
111 the Senate, on Wednesday, ou motion

i-i Mr. Johns oi, 11i«3 rules were suspended,
uinl ll«iuse Lull to incorporate the Richmond
and Liverpool Packet.Company was taken
up and passed.

Mr. CJatewood reported a Mil to incorpo¬
rate a com panv iu construct a radroad from
Straslmrg to Winchester.
On motion o{ Mr. Coghdl, Senate bill for

the relief oi tin* Orange and Alexandria
iz> i

Hail road \v:is taken up, ntstl Mr. tV i«?k Ituui
11 liered a substitute, and it was adopted by
a vote of 'is to S.
The substitute provides that il shall be

lawful f->r the Orange and Alexandria Rail¬
road Company to pay on or before the lirst
day of January, ISO-!, with interest thereon
at. the rate of six per rent, per annum from
the day on which such arrearages became
due, such temporary arrearages as may he
now due, or may become due to the State
within I wo years next ensuing.
A motion to reconsider the vote by which

the issue of treasury notes was passed gave
rise to a discussion of some length as to the
merits of the amendment of Mr. Branuon,
incorporated in the bill. The amendment
provides that the issue shall not be made un¬

less the Convention now in session shall so

direct. A motion to lay on the table ami
make the order of the day was rejected.
ayes IT, noes 2o.
The motion to reeonsidor the vote by

which the hili was passed was then carried
.ayes 25, noes 10. The vote hy which the
bill had been read a third time was also re-

Considered.
The motion to reconsider the vote on the

amendment, resulted in.ayes 2-(, noes 20.
The motion reclining on the adoption of
the amendment, it was rejected.ayes 111,
noes 24.
The bill, with but a few slight verbal

amendments, was passed.ayes 32, noes 11.
Mr. Coghill. from the Committee for

Courts of Justice, to whom was referred a

resolution asking lor a stay law, reported it
inexpedient.

In the House of Delegates, Senate bill au-

thori/.ing the inspection nt guano and ground
plaster was read twice.
Mr. McKen/.ie desired the bill to be sent

to the proper committee, lie was of opin-
ion that these iiu-pcetorships were nothing
more than the imposition of an unnecessary
tax upon the people of \ irginia. It uper.it-
ed to pay certain persons large salaries for
doing nothing, lie was opposed to ttie

principle of creating officers for the renin

neration of political tricksters and party wire-
workers. Tiie bill was committed.
The bill for the voluntary enslavement of

free negroes, without compensation to the
Commonwealth, was taken up and passed,
after the following rider had been attached
to it, offered by Mr. Magruder, of Albe¬
marle:

'"The master or mistress of any free negro
heretofore voluntarily enslaved, shall have
the same right to the custody, control and ser¬

vices of any infant child or children oi any
such negro so enslaved, as heriuebefore provi¬
ded fin-: but. before the master or mistress*
shall b? entitled to the custody, control and
services of such child or children, he or she
shall appear before a Court oi Record, and
make claim to such custody, contrid and ser¬

vices, which claim shall be entered .>i record:
but ifany such negro child has 'nee a heretofore
bound out by the overseers ul the poor oi any
county or corporation, the articles of inden¬
ture shall in nowise be ailbcted hereby."
The bill, as thus amended, passed with

but few dissenting voices. The unfinished
business of Tuesday came up next in <*.-

j der, being the bill to ratify the sale'of the
j-James River and Kanawha Canal. Several
amendments were offered, which wore «iis-
cursed a! length. The bill was limn ordered
to ils engrossment.

.« lot..-

THE S I'A i 2 C0 ii' VT^o\' TiON.
In tin' Convention, «»u \\ ednet-dav, the

Comodoration >.! 11 i«; report Iroin ill.* Colli
mi:-doners l«» the lV;ie.- Conference was re¬

sumed, itU'.i-.
Mr. Tyler (K.v \Jtesoicnt) t.fin^ entitled

to the lioor, proceeded to address tin* Con¬
vention in ti friii^ia»iii of tin* plan of adju.vi-
111>Mi( Adopted I'V I Conference. lie.mm
menced witii <i tienerai review oi |im» origin
aini progress of tin; Almliiinn party. ;i:<. i

charged ihe loader:- of (lint |»r. r«y wit Ii mis¬
leading tin-* public will :i!nl judgment :tt the
iNortli tor their «»iv sj aggiundizriuenr. On

(iHiii. t*; lli'1 portion 'ii Commissioner, he
determined to e mline iiini'ielf in (in* . 11s{r11«*-

.tions of" the Legislature, by endeavoring tfi
restore tin: ('onstituiion ami '.lie I r«i<.»», ami
was cheered with lmpe unit! tin- Conference
proceeded t.o net. lie discovered thai
the mem h?T-; o| I In* dominant party came
thero with im olive brunch: the I«m-|i>»<.; of
fraternity pi'iMiit-d all '«> be gone, and they
bad nothing to yield.the Cnnstiuiiiori
enough f"«»r tbi ni. Nevertheless, be \\orkcd
hard, ami no man ever had more faith-
1111 Cu!ie:ll!U«:r;; but iL was Soon obvi'MIS tluit
np measure con Id I;<.» .'i-ioptcil l»v that body
which would conform to ibc requirements "I
the Legislature.

Mr. T. then proceeded ai Mome length t<»

comment upon the adopted by the Con¬
ference, and to repiv to the argument.*1 pro-

trii 1 by Mr. Summers.
Before concluding bis remarks, he yielded

fho Hour for a motion to adjourn, which \v:ts

submitted by Mr. Shelley, and agreed to bv
the i^invention.

. .. -*. «r- .»- . --

The Incohmai. Makvi.ami State Coxter-
kxck assembled iu this city, dosed its Iuim-
ness yesterday and adj.-urm <1 tor tlie pre-
sent. Tim action of the (.'onferenee is sim-
ply a negation o| the necessity Ibranv action
tm the part <>l .Maryland at present. It being
declared thai "the policy ami interests of
M ary la mfc require that no action shall be Li¬
ken by wfcici: the State shall be committed
until rhe State of Virginia shall have deter¬
mined tiie question of a proposed Conference
or some other measute requiring the co-on-
eration of tins State." The Convention
further resolved that the proposition for a

Conference anion}* the Southern Border
States, by delegates deriving authority from
the people, would meet the approval ofMary¬
land. an; 1 appointed a Committee to visit
the Virginia Convention and express to them
''the foregoing assurance." What wiii lie
the e.vact mission of the gentlemen appointed
upon this Committee, or under what uuthori-
ty can they claim a recognition from the
Virginia Convention'.'.JluUii.tore Aiu<:ra'nn
oj'UcxlerJay.

From Tlxas'Jai.vesto.x, March 11..
. iov. Houston has refused to rec<»goize the
State Convention. He considers that it* j
functions terminated in submitting the Se- j
cession Ordinance to the people. lie tells
the Convention that he and the L^i-.iature.
which meet? oti the iMii inst., will attend to

public qlies!ions. lie favors the holding of
a Convention to change the State Constitu¬
tion, but opposes Texas joining the Southern
Confederacy. The Convention in reply have
passed on Ordinance clatmin^ full sovereign
powers, promising to consummate a.- speedi¬
ly as possible the connection oi Texas with
the Confederate States. T':e Convention j
v. ill at once require all officers of the State to

take an oath of allegiance to support the new

tbivernmeut and carry out tie Convention
ordinances, it is reported that Clark will
be put in Gov. Houston's place, ii t-oe latter
refuses to take the oath. It is also /''ported
that Gov. Houston is raising troops on his
own account. (?) Fifteen hundred Texan !
troops are at and r.ear Brownsville.

MKKCHR POTATOES.. 20(i'.buylids While ;
Mercer l'utau^;:, tur Hide l»y

nih 6 J. -N. 11AKVKK .fc CO. i

oun jkt zinxGTox i.utter.

Wasjmncton, March l-«..The discussion
in the Senate, to-day, <>n the resolutions of

Messrs. Douglas and Fesscuden, was able
and protracted, but before taking a vote on

11 tons, the body decided to engaged in iixecu-
tive matter.3. There were several nomina¬
tions sent in. but the names of the favored
uiirs, and the places assigned to them have
nut transpired.
The chamber in which sits the highest

Judicial tribunal known to the Constitution,
was the place of commanding interest to¬

day. The substance of the important de¬
cision made to-day in the celebrated, almost
romantic case, in which .1Irs. .[fi/ra (Jlark
(faint's figures as tiie heroine, has, fro this,
been transmitted over the wires to every
section of the country. 1 will endeavor, as j
briefly as possible, to furnish your readers j
with the outlines of the case.

Mrs. Gaines (widow of General Kduuiud
Gaines) was born in the City of New Or-
leans. Iler reputed father was l>uuiel Clark, ;

for many years a citizen of New Orleans, j
engaged in extensive mercantile transnc- j
fions, and dying there left an immense es-

tate. Myra Clark was brought up in the
family of a friend, and she was kept entirely
ignorant of the name of her father, and of
course, the property to which she was enli-

j tied until she had reached perhaps the ago
of twenty. Some years afterward she took

i legal i»leps to obtain the possession of the
estate, and tlio case has been in the Court

j of Louisiana, in the Federal Circuit Court,
and in the Supreme Court of the United
Stales, in all, say twenty years.
The Kxeeutors of Daniel Clark, presented

every obstacle in the way of the fair and
wronged claimant, and tiie difficulties with
which sue has had to contend, the expenses
incurred, and the persecutions she has been
subjected to, would have sunken and over¬
whelmed any other lady not blessed with
her heroic courage, and indomitable will. I

! doubt whether those women of historic fame,
j '>ueen i'Jii/.abetii of Kngland, and <Juecn '.Isa¬
bella the Catholic" of Spain, females as all
tiie world know, were remarkable for their

J boldness, perseverance, and almost superhu-
man powers of endurance, during their event-
ful career, ever had more startling, and what
seemed to be insurmountable trials to grap¬
ple with than those which have followed the
lady about whom 1 am writing. The night
has been a long and gloomy one, but the
light which shone in the temple of justice
to-day, has scattered and dispelled the dark¬
ness. "Justice has come at last, though ever

so tardy.*'
Justice Wayne was the organ of the court

in pronouncing the decision, which is in fa¬
vor oi the iady on every [.articular. Judge
Catron, it is said, was the only dissenting
Justice. The point upon which the whole
case turned was ihe legitimacy or illegitima¬
cy of the claimant. The court were of the
opinion that the proof was entirely satisfac¬
tory that Daniel Clark, and the mother of
Myra, were lawfully married, and that con¬

sequently she was the legal heir of Clark.
! lie decision secures to Mrs. Gaines, all

| the property of iter deceased father, now it:
the hands of Alfred llenniug: but there is
anciher case, in which the property is hold
by the city of New Orleans, and wealthy in¬
dividuals, not yet decided. The cases how¬
ever are identical in every particular. The
real estate oi Daniel Clark, lies in New Oi¬
lcans, several parishes in l/iuisiutia, and in
the City of St. Louis, and is probably worth
one or two millions.
Many employ much larger figures in e.-di-

mating the value of ihe estate than 1 have
S'vcu. . |

There was a lovely display ol the softer
sex in ('oilit., and Mrs. (James's lure was cov-
»tr#i«I with smiles.

Although the principle is fully establish¬
ed in the decision, the parties retaining the
bulk of the property may yet give Mrs. t,

a vn.->t deal of troiihie, and she may possibly
have to pass through years ol vexation* lit
gation, in iiie court ol Louisiana, to recover
her rights. The persevering and excellent
lady was warmly congratulated upon her
trinmnh liv ladies and gentlemen, both ni

1

and out el the court room.
The Hun Caleb Cushinc was the prinei-I

pal eutjtijie! lur .Mrs. («. His tee was a eon*

tingeii .me, And the sum named is U\o hun¬
dred thousand dollars.

Tie) great Kentucky and Ohio :uumlautH-:
case was also decided by Chiel .Justice i'ane\
in IVtVnj- of the la-it named State. The npin
ion, in eifeet, is^ that it is sis morally wrong
to tyke or withhold a slave from bis owner,
as it I.*, to take a hor»e or any other specie*
. .f propei tv, yet there is 110 power in the
federal Constitution} to emuiiiuml or coerce
a sovereign State.
One ol the wannest aduiirera of -Justice

John McLean, of the Supreme Court, in

forms m«' that the health of that eminent
.Jurist is fast declining, and that serious ap¬
prehensions are entertained that he will not
be able to resume his seat on the bench.
This will be painful intelligence to the nu-

rueror.s friends of the -Judge.
The Itepubiicau uew.-papers of to day,

contains an article on the policy of the ad¬
ministration. which strongly favors Union,
harmony, and peace. It is written with
ability, and a fraternal spirit, and il is .stir-

inised that it is the production ol une in
high position, and mav be considered semi-
OtP.i.'i^'.

V»"e have Innl .mother cabinet meeting to-
» .

day. Kumor says tiia' the appointment of
territorial idJicers, and the Sardinian Mis-
Muii were the topics of diseusnioii. Carl
Sell il"/. and Mr. lJuriiiigame, ol Massachu¬
setts. are aspirants for tiie nice birth at the
Sardinian Court, and present appearances I
indicate thatthe German red Republican will
win the prize. llOMo.

IIo.\. -ioilN CiMTllt.WK iv ilnu \to\n..A
number of the personal friends of Col. Ceo.
W. Lav. %vho lately resigned 11is commission
in the 1'. S. Army, serenaded him on Wed¬
nesday night at the Kxeiiange Hotel, in
Richmond. Colonel L. was introduced bv
Lieut. C >v. Montague, and responded to the }
compliment in #a short speech, lion. John
Cochrane, of New York, being at the II itel,
was called out, and his speech, briefly deliv¬
ered. was one of rare eloquence. lie assur¬
ed his hearers that there were thousand.- of
true Hearts at the -V.,>rui beating in unison j
with theirs and that, if war was forced upon !
the country, the battle would not be against

^ ^
r5

the S >udi alone, bur. tnat .Northern bayonets |would bri pointed against Northern bosoms. jlie expressed strong hope of an eventual res-
toration of the Cnion, and said that Virginia j
now held tlie destiny of tiie country in her {
inmds. Coercion lie denounced in must en:- !

phatic language,F ° "

-

The \ iiiiiiMA Pknttextiarv.. Ihe an¬
nual report of tiie Board of Directors for the
year ending September oO, 1800, sets forth j
that tlie balance in f-.vor of the niauufaotur-
in^ department is >2071 7">.
The goods manufactured and delivered to J

trie General Ai-ent during the year, exceeded jin value the amount of the deliveries of the
preceding year by § It),0-8.05, and the j
amount of manufactured articles on hand i
is Si ,452 :18 more than the previous year,
showing an increase of v! i,380 43 in the i
manuliic'urcs ot' the last over the previous
year.
There were Ob'J f ree persons and <i8 slaves

in the penitentiary at the above dale.
/COUNTRY BACON,.W"e have a large lot of'
VV Country Cured Ilaai.s and Sides, of \ try
superior fjuality, fmliU) KNOX.fcBRo.

G1 I1 A NO..VVe Lave on h.ui<l u <jutit| supply ,,f
f Keucc'.i (rinnio lor the Spring trade. i
uih y KNOX .t BR/>. '

Proceedings of the Baltimore Annual Confer¬
ence.First Day.

\REPORTED I'Olt THIS ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE."}
Stau.vto.v, March 1M..The Conference

met in the newly built M. 10. Ciiurch. Bish¬
op Scott, presiding.
The Conference wad opened with the hymn

commencing "Kxcept the Lord, &c."
1 it'v. iN'orvel Wilson and Wni. Prettyman

led in prayer.
The roll was then called by Jno. S. Mar¬

tin. Secretary of the last Conference.
On motion, John S. Martin was unani¬

mously elected Secretary of the Conference.
James S. Armstrong was elected Assistant

Secretary.
Rev. Noreel Wilson presented the memo¬

rial of the Laymen's Convention of Balti¬
more Conference, lie moved that it "be read
and made the order of the day for to-morrow
at 10 o'clock.

Rev. -J. Lanahan, from Alexandria, read
a similar one.

Several others were presented and read.
I' |miii the question as to whether the mo¬

tion of Rev. X. Wilson should be carried, or

llicse memorials be referred to a select com¬

mittee, composed of two members from each
Presiding Rider's district, <[iiite ail able and
animated discussion was elicited, in which
Revs. N. Wilson. K. P. Phelps, *J. Myers,
Win. Hirst. B. X. Brown and Thos. Sewall
participated.
Thomas Sewall offered an amendment to

the motion of N. Wilson.when the Lay¬
men's Convention shall have reported.yeas
GO, nays 0.'}. Carried.
A division of the question was called for.
llcv. Mr. Thomas moved a substitute for

the lir>t part.that all be received and read
.which was carried and adopted.
The question recurred on adoption of the

second part.that these be made the order
of the day for to-morrow.carried.

Jlev. Mr. offered a substitute for
the second part of Mr. Wilson's motion.that
the preachers from each district select two
of their number to constitute a Committee
to whom these memorials be referred.

This was -lost, and Mr. Wilson's motion
carried.
From A. M. to 1 P. M. was -agreed upon

by the Conference for its session.
Rules of the last session were adopted for

the present session.
Samuel V. Leech was elected reporter for

the "Baltimore Christian Advocate."
The Secretary then proceeded to read in suc¬

cession, the memorials from the '. Layman's
Convention ol Baltimore," from the Light
Street meeting of Baltimore, from the Alex¬
andria (Quarterly Conference, and one from
Frankfort, k v;, and also one from Ashters-
bury, Ky.,signed by J. P. Bell, of Kentucky
Conference.
The Standing Committees were appointed

as follows:
Necessities Cases.Win. Ilirst, Wni. Pret¬

ty iu an, Chas. Parkison, Sol. McMuIlen, Ste¬
phen Smith, l>. X. Aruald and S. D. Nixon.

Dickenson College.S. V. Blake, W. B.
iCdwani.-, S. Rogers, J. (Jardner, J. W. Kel¬
ly, ¦}. C. Dice and.*). W. Cornelius.
Seminaries.15. P. Bonn, .J. A. McCau-

!ey, J. Landstreet, S. 11. (Iriftith, William S.
Baird and Speake Ligget.
Temperance.Hoover, Cas.se;!ey, Jno. 11.

Ryland. J. V/. Tongue. S. II. Cum tilings, J.
J. Knglis and J. -J. Sargent. »

Baltimore Advocate.Mr. (ioheen, Chas.
Reid, David Thomas, Isaac Gibson, J. W.
Woolfc, W. S. Kdwards and Hough.
Colonization.Busey, Hamilton, N. J. B.

Morgan, <«. <1 . Brooke, J. Ilildebraud, J. C.
Tehbs and J. 11. Woolfe.

After .some business of minor importance
w:ik transacted, on motion, the Conference
adjourned until to-morrow at 0o'clock, A. M.

X. B. There an: about 14U ministers pre¬
sent, and <{n iff an exciting time ia looked
furward to by many persons who are attend¬
ing the meetings U Conference. P.

C'l.KA R AXCI'.M nr BRITISH \ ESSEI.S IX THE
1'<iHt<. i1Cuakleston.. lu tlsO British llou^e
ut' Commons oil the 22il nIt.,

Mr. W. 11. Korster asked the Secretary of
S?ate ii»r Foreign Ailairs whether he had any
objection to lay* upon the table of the House
a copy of the receut correspondence between
her Majesty's .Minister at Washington and
thf United .Stales Secretary ior Foreign Af¬
fairs, relative to the clearance of British ves¬
sel.-, at the port, ui" Charleston, South Caroli¬
na. I ie observed that at the port in question
the iVdt-ra'i 1-lfieers of the Stales had been
supc-ieeded, and that tiiat information hail
been given to (he British Consul by gentle¬
men professing lo :i«kt on behalf of the Cou-
v«;uii .'ii of Sont!i Carolina. Tin; House would
observe that such a notification placed the
owners and captains ol British vessels in con¬
siderable diliii-ulry, inasmuch as the laws of
the J nited Slates imposing stringent- penal¬
ties for I lie non-observance ol its revenue re¬

gulations, and he was, therefore, anxious to
know whether her Majesty's Minister at
W asliingfiin had been instructed to ask the
United Stales Government whether they
would hold responsible those British ship¬
master.* who. under pressure of necessity,
complied *Hth the order of the Carolina Con¬
vention, and whether, on the other hand,
they would indemnify them from any conse-

quences that might result from the non-com-

pliunce with its regulations?
The British trade with Charleston and the

other Southern ports of the Uniou was vast
and important, and he felt sure the noble
lord would wish to keep all interested iu the
trade informed as to their actual position..
lie would not go into Ihe general question
whether diplomacy should be secret or not,
but no one r -uld doubt that to attempt to carry
out secret diplomacy with the United Slates
would be as unwise as it would bo impracti¬
cable. lie sh«<uld regret if her Majesty's
(lovernment interfered in any way in the
lamentable quarrel which had arisen between
their friends and con-ins on the other side of
the Atlantic, lie believed that any inter¬
ference would be as impolitic as it would be
unjustifiable, but they still could not forget
these two facts.first, that the quarrel had
arisen our, of slavery; and secondly, that they
had with the United Statesa treaty for the pro¬
ven! ion of t he slave trade, thy relinquishment
of which lie believed would be as injurious
to their interests as destructive to their honor
and the cause of humanity. [ Hear, hear. JLord .julii! Uusseil in reply said:.With
regard to the correspondence which the hon¬
orable member f.»r Bradford wishes to ob¬
tain. I have to state that i shall be most wil¬
ling to give it. and it will be presented on
Moncluy next, and 1 may further say that
tiiat correspondence is highly honorable to
our Consul at Charleston, lie was placedIn a position of great difficulty, not beingable to acknowledge the new governmentwhich sprung up, but at the same time he did
not neglect the interests of British shipping.[Hear, hear.]

Tiik Gut:at Gaines Case Decjdeo..This
morning, Chief -Justice Taney rendered the
decision of the Supreme Court of the United
States in the celebrated case of Mrs. Gen.
Gaines. It was in her favor on all the poiutsinvolved, and was the unanimousjudgment of
the Court. The court-room was crowded,and Mrs. G., who was present, received the
hearty and unfeigued congratulations of her
host of friends who were there. The amouut
involved is said to be some two millions of
dollars. covering back I'ents for fifty years
confirmed to her by the decision.

In the ordinance of secession not long since
adopted by Louisiana, provision was made
that its adoption should in no manner change
the legal rights of parties to Louisiana suits
pending before IJ. S. Courts. So that action
of the State will not effect her rights uo^er
this decision.-- Wushlnytou <>J 'jesttf-da if. afternoon.

VIRGINIA NEWS.
The town of Staunton is cheerful with the

crowd of preachers and laymen called to
attend the session of the Baltimore Annual
Conference and a Convention ol the Society
.a rather uncommon thing among Metho¬
dists.to consider the propriety of takiug
gome course with regard to the action oi the
late General Conference, which assembled in
May last, on the subject of slavehclding.
Fire..The dwelling of Mr. W. 0. linn-

ley, about two miles from this village, was
consumed by fire between seven and eighto'clock on Monday morning last, caused by
a-spark trorn the chimney falling on the roof.
Mr. B. succeeded in saving all his furni¬
ture. The house was not insured.. (JrunjirChronicle.
Kdward M. Tidball, esq., of Winchester,

late a clerk in the War Department at Waal -

ington, resigned his post immediately alter
the inauguration. He has been appointed
to a respectable and lucrative post in the
Navy Department of the Southern Confed¬
eracy.
Thomas L. Wilson, formerly a well-known

citizen of Virginia, died in Ilarrisbur^,Penn.f on the 28th of March, iu the Gist
year of his age. For a period of teu vear«,
from 1825 to 1835, he was editor of the IV
tersburg Intelligencer.
The trial of young Addison Logan, for

the killing of J. Kent Anderson, in Mont¬
gomery county, has resulted in the ai'ijuit-fal of the accused. He was but sixteen
years old.Anderson but eighteen.

Mr. Thomas, has reported a bill in ilia
Senate to grant a pension i'or live years to
Amanda lligdon. (ller husband died oi
service in the Harper's Ferry raid.)
The County Court of Montgomery has re¬

fused to levy a tax ou the people of that
couuty for the purpose ot procuring anus
for the militia.

Messrs. John Brow & Wm. A. Hill are
about to establish a boot and shoe factory at

Sperryville. A tannery will be connected
with the establishment.
A revival of religion is going on in A\ ash-

ington, Rappahannock county, undercharge
of Ilev. Mr. Vanderslice.

Tobacco is rising in the Petersburg market
and the demand increasing.
.

~ covin}NICA TION.

Albemarle Cointv, March 12..A cor

respondent of the Gazette, who signs him¬
self writing from Charlottesville, lias,
wc thiuk, done the Secessionists, who took
part in the Union meeting on Court day,
some injustice. A number of us assembled
in the Court House at the ringing of the
bell, without knowing what was to be lite
character of the meeting; and, I believe,
when the object was explained, all the Seces¬
sionists would have retired, but for the fact
that the gentleman who acted the most
prominent part, offered the resolutions and
made the speech of the occasion, had u few
moments before voted against the resolu¬
tions in the other meeting, and many argued
that turn about was lair play. The impres-
sion made by and also by the Char¬
lottesville Review of last week, in regard to
the number who voted for tho resolutions
endorsing the action of the Peace Confer¬
ence, is, also, we think, incorrect, lhe
Review and both say there were about
three hundred in the Court House; and tlia
Review says, further, that the resolutions
were carried by a large majority. The un¬
avoidable inference from these statement!',
is that more than one hundred and fifty
voted for the resolutions. We are sure this
is a mistake, and we do not believe (fiat
either your correspondent, or the Review, is
prepared to state that more than thirty per¬
sons voted ave. The fact cannot be disguised
that a very large majority of the people of
this countv oppose the action oi the Con¬
ference, and we may add that the Secession¬
ists think it was the result of bad manage¬
ment that we did not get two of our number
into the Convention, instead ol one and
about seven-eighths, according to Mr. South-
all's position before the election. ^

_

BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.
KREDKR (CKSBUKG, VA.,

BY WILLIAM B. JOHN SOX.
rpKLS_.INSTITUTION will he openeJ for
X boarders on the 1st ot' February next, {!s*iI.*
The number of hoarders- is I. tuitoil to twenty.

TERMS HKIt SKSSloN OK KlVK MONTHS.

English blanche* $55
Ancient, and modern languages, (each) 11

Music, Instrumental and Vocal, (each) -¦>

board, including fuel, light and washing IM
Ornamental work at the usual rat..*.-, and iu

extras.
The Principal an<i his wife, both Virginians

have had many years experience in the iiianjgc-
ment and education .of youth, of both sexes, to

the South.
For further information, address tit Fredericks¬

burg, Va., WM. B. JOllXSoX-
KEF E R K N 0 K S.

Bt>u»)^s Gordon, esq., Fredericksburg.
A. K. Phillies. ""

Samuel <i Daniel, " "

Judge J. T. Loiuax and John Conk Icy, of Fr<J*
ericksburg.

Wiliinui If. McFarland. esq., Richmond.
Joseph R. Anderson, "

J. Adams Smith, ""

Geo. and Win. Gwathmey "

Andrew Johnston, " "

J. Randolph Tucker, " "

Peter V. Daniel, ""

John B. Young, ""

Lyttlotou Wickham, " "

Rev. Geo. Wnodbridge, "

Judge Win Robertson, Charlottesville.
Prof. S. Maupin, University of Virginia.
Judge L. P. Thompson, Staunton.
A 11. II. Stuart, esq.,
Hugh Sheftey, " "

N. P. Out let t. i*«

Col. John B. Baldwin, '.

Rev. R. If. Phillips, Virginia Female Institute
Staunton.
- Owl. F. Smith, Virginia Military Institute. !.»?<-

ington.
Major Thomas 11. Williamson, Virginia Milt*

tary Institute, Lexington.
John Chapman, esq., Orange C. II.
John Willis, " "

Peyton Grymes, '. "

B. Johnson Barbour, esq., Barboursville.
James Hanson, .. Charlestown.
II. B. Tomlin, " Old Churc!i,llKnovff-
Gen. John II. Cocke, Fluvanna County.
Dr. C. C. Cocke, .'

J. R. Bryan, esq., Hickory Fork, Gloucester.
Wood Bouldiu, esq., Charlotte C. H.
Pike Powers, " Mt. Laurel, Halifax.
Br. Thomas Pretlow, Jerusalem, Southau>|>N>o.
Dr. Alex. Thorn, Eastville, Northampton.
Asher W. Gray, esq . Alexandria.
Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, Washington.

. Alfred Chapman, esq., ..

Dr. Peter II. Ileiskell, «

l)r, Solon Borland, Memphis, Tennessee.
Judge F-. H. Euglish, Little Rock, Arkaii«>*
Albert Pike, esq., " "

Col. John Baker Thompson, Little Rock, .^r^*
James Temple Doswell,esq., New Orleans.
Alex. Walker, esq., (of the Delta,) New OrlM0l5#
Fredericksburg, Va., jan 1*J.do2m

NEW COPARTNERSHIP.

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, have this '«»>'
associated ourselves together in husita**;'

under the style and tlrui ol McDANlEL A IKH * -

We shall not deal in anything on our own account,
but confine ourselves strictly to a Commi>>ioN
Business.
We solicit consignments of Tobacco, Breadstuff

Provisions, and nil kinds of couutry produce a"'1
merchandise. Will make liberal advances ou ap¬
proved produce iu hand, and remit promptly t"r
all time and cash sales.

P. S. We shall occupy the large-and coniua" '*

ous house heretofore kept by lrhy A SauuJer.-.
JOHN R. MoDANlEb.
J. J. IRBV.

Lynchbtrgjan 26.Iaw3m
QEED OATS..We have a very superior fol
^3 of Black Oats for seed. KNOX & BKO.
mh y

50 BUSHELS SEBD OATS, for sale by ,

feb 21 THOMAS PERK\.


